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FOR TME CHRISTIAN MONITOR, 


SOME MEMOIRS 


Of the late Rev. Nathaniel Brown, Minister of the Church 
of the United Brethren on Staten-Isiand. 


Tue late Rev. NATHANIEL Brown was born, it is believed, 
at Nazareth in Pennsylvania, on the 9th of July, 1763. His fath- 
er was the late Rev. Peter Brown, who was for upwards of 20 
years a missionary of the United Brethren in the island of Anti- 
gua, where his services were remarkably blessed to many thou- 
sand negroes, whom he had the pleasure to baptize into the death 
of Jesus. Before this distinguished servant of God went thith- 
er, the planters of that island were very generally, for causes 
that to many persons in our day would scem almost unaccounta- 
ble, strongly prejudiced against the labors of missionaries for 
the spiritual weliare of their slaves: but during his abode there 
a favorable change took place in their sentiments in this respect ; 
as they became convinced that their negrocs in consequence of 
hearing and receiving the gospel, became better and more faith- 
ful servants to them than they had been before. Our late broth- 
er’s mother departed this life before he was two years cid. He 
was educated chiefly at Nazareth, spending part of his younger 
years also at the neighbouring Moravian setttlements of Chris- 
tian-spring and Bethlehem, under the care and tuition of judicious 
and experieaced brethren. Asa child he early showed a fondness 
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for reading the Scriptures, and delighted in social and public wor- 
ship, and in the learning and singing of spiritual hymns; all 
which showed that a work of grace was commenced within him 
by the good Spirit of God. At the same time, he also truly 
evinced, that he attained an humbling sense of hts own great un- 
worthiness, and his utter wretchedness by nature as a sinner 
which caused him to cry for the forgiveness of his sins, and the 
assurance that through mercy he was a child of God. There his 
upright prayers, made in very early youth, were graciously re- 
garded by Him who heareth all the prayers of the poor and needy 
and who, we can believe from his word, has especial delight in 
displaying his healing powers, as the great physician of souls, te 
those who “ remember their Creator in the days of their youth." 
Thus at an early age he offered himself up to the Lord ; and 
agreeable to his desire, was received a member of the church, 
and partook of the sacrament of the body and blood of our Lord ; 
all, as he used to express himself, to the real refreshment and 
blessing of his soul. 

When he was 24 years old, he received a particular charge 
from the church in Bethlehem, to act the part of an elder and 
spiritual guide among the young men and boys there; an office 
which his amiable disposition, solid Christian experience, and 
the grace of God that was with him, enabled him to discharge 
with much satisfaction and benefit to those concerned. In the 
year 1792, being then in his 29th year, he moved to Nazareth, 
being appointed to discharge the same duties there, and also 
be a tutor among the young scholars in the academy at that place 
| There the writer of these memoirs became acquainted with him,and 
was often highly edified by his truly Christian walk and conversa- 
tion. That Saviour in whom he professed to belicve, he showed 
that he really loved ; and from the same divine principle of love 
to his Divine Master, he also loved all men; and particularly the 
young people committed to his charge. His father, on account 
of the blindness of his step-mother, and his own increasing in- 
firmities, had shortly before retired from the misssionary service 
and resided in Bethlehem; and it must still be remembered by 
many, with peculiar emotions of delight, with what affectionate 
attention and respect his son Nathanicl endeavoured to soothe al! 
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their cares and sorrows, and render their old age, in all respects 
as agreeable and comfortable to them as possible. And truly the 
heart of the worthy father, often leaped as it were for joy, at the 
thought of being blessed with such a son! Their conversation 
together naturally turned very often upon the great work of God 
among the heathen, which is committed by Him to the Church of 
the Brethren It was the subject on which they most delighted 
to speak. And here the entire devotion, both of father and son, 
to our dear Lord, became at length remarkably conspicuous ; for 
when the son was called, in the year 1789, by the church, as 
missionary to the island of Jamaica, the father willingly parted 
with him for this distant service ; by which he could have but 
little hope of ever seeing him on earth any more. The son with 
equal humble joy and gratitude accepted of this important ap- 
pointment. 

As soon as he could, he set off for that island, with his first 
wife, Elizabeth, whose maiden name was Clitty. On the passage 
thither, they were taken by a French privateer, plundered of much 
of their property, and carried to St. Domingo. There God 
raised them up a friend, a citizen of the United States, (whose 
name the writer of this does not recollect), who showed himself 
their zealous friend, and soon procured them a passage for Kings- 
ton in Jamaica. At this place some friends among the Method- 
ists with whom they became acquainted, by voluntary subscrip- 
tion, replaced in a delicate manner, every article of which, upon 
enquiry, they learned from them, the privateer had plundered 
them. They were invited out to tea, and on their return to their 
lodgings, found in their apartments, the same articles, only all 
new, which had been taken from them by the privateersmen, am- 
ply given to them again ; but the donors themselves would not 
be known. Such occurrences our late brother delighted te men- 
tion out of thankfulness to the persons who had befriended him 
in his distresss, and especially in order to show how our dear Lord 
stands by his servants, and affords them help when they need it. 
He laboured for a short time with blessing among the negroes, 
till his first wile died, when he returned with his then only child 
to this country. Here he first resided for some months with his 
particular friend the late Rev. Mr. Schlegel of Graceham in Ma- 
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ryland, who being then in poor health, had requested his assistance 
in the discharge of his ministerial duties. He used always to 
speak of his abode with Mr. Schlegel, as of time so very agree- 
ably, and for himself so usefully spent, that he could reflect on it 
with peculiar satisfaction ; and he often expressed the wish to be 
favoured to end his days as Mr. Schlegel soon after did; namely, 
without much previous sickness, to be called home to his Lord in 
the midst of activity in his service. Afterwards he married 
Anna Catherine Frederica Unger, the present widow, served the 
congregation of the United Brethren at Hebron in Pennsylvania 
as their minister for nearly two years ; and then came to reside, in 
the same capacity, on Staten-Island, where he spent the last ten 
years, tillit pleased our Lord to take him to himself. 

On I’riday, 9th July last, when he had completed the 50th year of 
liis age, he was the whole day very happy in the company of his 
family, and a few friends ; and expressed himself repeatedly, ex- 
ceedingly thankful for the rich grace and mercy of God, which 
he had experienced through life ; calling on all present, and par- 
ticularly on his wife, to unite with him in praises on that account. 
‘The next morning he got upearly, to appearance lively and well ; 
after prayers attended as usual to his domestic concerns, took 
breakfast, at half past seven o’clock, bid farewell to the friends 
who had spent the preceding day with him, and was helpful in as- 
sisting them to proceed on their journey home. At half past 8 
he complained of a violent pain in his head, and desired that the 
doctor might be sent for, which sister Brown saw done without 
loss of time. The physician, who lived only three quarters of a 
mile distant, came immediately and bled him, but pronounced him 
at the same time a dying man, in consequence of his having re- 
cieved a severe apoplectic stroke. He lay for some hours bereft 
of speech and sense, till a cold sweat came upon him ; and at 
nearly two o’clock the next morning he breathed his last. 

The Rev. David Moore, minister of the English Church on the 
island was sent to, who offered up a fervent prayer by his bed- 
side shortly before his end.- On the 12th, a little after noon, a 
large and respectable company, including all the clergy and many 
of his friends: from distant parts of the island, and also some 
friends from New-York, assembicd to his funeral at the church 





MEMOIRS, &c. 58 


where he used to preach, adjoining to which is his late dwelling- 
house. A discourse was heid by the Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, 
minister of the United Brethren’s church in New-York. from 
John x 14. during which, from love to his memory, in the breasts 
of all present who had had the pleasure of his acquaintance ; from 
the consideration that so dear and good a man had been so sudden- 
ly taken to his eternal rest; from sympathy. with his widow and 
children; and from the recollection of his faithful labours as a’ 
minister of Christ: innumerable tears were shed by a large pro- 
portion of the audience. A great emotien in particular took 
place, when it was made known, by the especial desire of the 
widow, that the soul’s welfare of the young people of his charge, 
was the constant and main subject of his solicitude, and of his 
prayers before the throne of grace. The corpse was interred in 
the burying-ground near the church. 

It is also the express request of sister Brown, that it may be 
inserted in these memoirs, that her late husband’s firm faith and 
trust in our Lord in all circumstances, his childlike love to Him, 
his very humble Christian walk and conversation, and his entire 
devotion of heart to the service of his Divine Master ; were often 
unspeakably edifying, respectable and instructive to her. It is al- 
most superfluous to add, that so sincere and exemplary a Chris- 
tian as he showed himself to be, was an affectionate husband, and 
a kind and good parent, which was indeed eminently the case, 

In the discharge of his ministerial functions, he was always ve- 
ry solemn, himself deeply impressed with the importance of divine 
truth, the love of our great Redeemer, and the value of immor- 
talsouls. The following extract of a letter from him, written on 
the Ist of March last, may serve to exhibit his character in this 
point of view. After having described the sickness which at that 
time prevailed in Staten-Island, and many other parts of the coun- 
try, he adds: : 

“O that these judgments of the Lord may teach the surviving 
inhabitants of this island, and of the many other parts of this high- 
ly-favored land, that are thus visited, the important and highly ne. 
cessary lesson of the righteousness of Jehovah, and cause them to 
bumble themselves under the mighty hand of Him who can create 
and destroy, who can wound and also heal again! Who knows but 
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he may withdraw his rod of chastisement—though we have deser- 
ved it more severely, and say to the destroyer: Cease, it is 
enough! There is however one great consideration, which in- 
fused sweet consolation into the Christian soul in the midst of this 
calamity, when husbands and wives, parents and children, are so 
ofted parted, and that is, I think, that satan gets but few of the 
departing souls. The greater part of those with whose death I 
have become acquainted, have not only departed in full reliance 
on the Saviour’s blood, and his precious atonement ; but some 
even have, as it were, with songs of joy to their latest breath, de- 
parted out of this vale of misery to the mansions of endless joy. 
Yes I believe even some former well-known sinners, have been 
snatched on this occasion as brands out of the fire. One remark- 
able instance of this I myself have seen lately. The week before 
Jast when ona visit in the neighborhood, I passed by a notorious 
sinner’s house, where my ears were stunned with the most horrid 
language of cursing and swearing. The next day I heard that hav- 
ing had a drunken frolic the night before, he was taken very ill. 
As he made no profession of religion, and as former adomonitions? 
I had now and then given him from motives of compassion, had al- 
ways either affronted him, or been fruitless, I thought; “ He 
knows where I live, ifhe wants me, I shall hear it.” As long as 
he had hopes of recovering, he was easy about himself ; but last 
Monday, being the 6th day of his sickness, quite late in the event 
ing, he sentforme. “ When I came to the house, I found tha- 
the tongue which was but a week before, such an instrument of 
sin, was now crying for mercy to an holy and offended God. 

‘«* There was no time, nor was there I believe any reason to tell 
him the necessity of repenting ; for the few words that his fault- 
tering tongue could yet stammer, convinced me that he pleaded 
that Saviour’s mercy which he had so often slighted ; so that I 
directed him straightway to the same precious fountain of atoning 
blood which pardoned the expiring malefactor, and in a fervent 
prayer recommended him to the Redeemer of sinners. An hour 
after, he expired. I hope and trust that his cry for mercy, though 
late, was sincere, and ascended tothe throne of grace. Thus I 
believe that though the present is a serious time for the living ye, 
itis a time of harvest for the dear Redeemer’s Kingdom. _May 
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His visitations be the sanctified means of reviving his true religion 
here; for which I doubt not but you, dear brother, and all who 
wish that His kingdom may come, will joy us to pray!” Thus 
concerned was our late dear brother for the salvation of souls. 
It was the subject that lay nearest his heart. And as when he 
spoke came from the heart, so also we may confidently conclude, 
it reached the heart of every sincere hearer, and that, as he now 
rests from his labors, his works will assuredly follow him. 

His heavenly minded disposition, and that he was perhaps insen- 
sibly to himself prepared for the great change that awaited him so 
shortly, appears plainly by the following extraet of a letter, writ- 
ten by him to a friend on the 5th May last : 

I hear from sister Brown, that our Lord has visited Brother 
T———., family again, in safety removing another young plant 
out of his garden here below, into that paradise above where there 
is fulness of joy, and pleasures for evermore ; where he is now in 
full possession of that incorruptible and undefiled inheritance that 
fadeth not away, purchased by the dear Redeemer’s blood ; and 
where he shall hunger and thirst nomofe, nor be exposed to storms 
and the attacks of an enemy; For the Lamb which is in the midst 
of the throne shall feed him and shall lead him unto living fountains 
of waters; and God shall wipe away all tears from his eyes.”” “O 
the thought to have a child, abrother, a sister in heaven, who is 
now an inhabitant of the heavenly Jerusalem, is arrayed in the white 
robes of the righteousness of Jesus, adores the Lamb that has re- 
deemed us unto God by his precious blood, and joins in triumphant 
songs of endless praise, the great multitudes of all nations, ton- 
gues, and kindreds, and people, assembled forever around the 
throne of the Lamb: ¢his thought is sufficient to turn the trick- 
ling tears for the momentary loss of one that has been ever so 
dear to us, into tears of joy! And this we have not the smallest 
reason to doubt, is now forever the happy lot of our dear John. 
Could he speak now to us, his language would be: “ The days 
of my mourning are ended. The Lord is now my everlasting 
light !” This is the greatest comfort that dear Christiar friends 
can have at parting out of each other’s arms here below; hereaf- 
ter we shall meet again above, where we shali part no wore, but 
be forever with the Lord. Please to give our best love to broth- 
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Wer and sister T——~, and their children. We sympathise with 
them on account of their /ose, but we rejoice much more with 
them on account of our dear John’s gaiz.”’ 

Little perhaps did our happily departed brother suppose, when 
he penned this animated description, that he was then writing a 
letter of comfort to his own wife, and three daughters, and his 
many other friends, that should under God be a means of drying - 
up their tears, and cheering their drooping spirits, when Ae him- 
aelf would very soon after, be called to be with the Lord. 
‘Though dead, he now speaketh to them, and to us, telling us, in 
the words that he himself put to paper only two months before his 
departure out of time ; ‘that if it should please God to take from 
him the dear wife of his bosom, or one of his beloved children, it 
was principle with him, that for the bright, the joyous and sub- 
stantial reasons which the belief of the gospel affords, the tears 
he would shed, would be-tears of joy on/y. And he recommends 
thus to his widow and children, and to us all, most pathetically, as 
his dying words to us, not to sorrow, but to rejoice, in that he is 
so much sooner than we all hoped and expected would be the case, 
called home to his Saviour: for he is now free from all sin and sor- 
row, and from conflict and tribulation ; he has washed his robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, and God has wiped 
away all tears from Aie eyes! He tells us too, by his unexpected 
departure from us, to see toit that we “ be also ready” to meet our 
dear Lord, whenever, and however suddenly, he may be pieased 
to call us. 

New-York, 18th July, 1813. 


—— wee 


SCRAPS. 


God had one Son without sin, but none without sorrow: he 
had one Son with out corruption, but no son without correction, 


Tis a great Mercy to enjoy the gospel of Peace; buta greater, 
to enjoy the peace of the gospel. 

The richest are oftenjimes tne poorest, and the poorest are ol- 
tentimes the richest. ©, how many thread-bare souls are there 
to be found under silken coats and purple robes ! 





< 
ADDRESS. 


To all Ministers and T, cachere in Churches and Schools, Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace from Gop the Father, and our Lord Jz- 
sus CHRIS?, in the Fellowship of the Hotr Guos?; 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 


GIVE me leave, who am the least of all the servants of Jesus 
Christ, for the love wherewith God hath loved us in his Son, to 
dedicate to you the following Treatise. For though I be the 
meanest member in the spiritual body of Christ, (if so much may 
be allowed me) yet am I thereby made partaker of the life, spirit, 
and power residing in him as ever-blessed head. If there be any 
thing herein conformable to the mind of our great shepherd, and 
proceeding from the energy of his spirit, why should it not be 
readily received? And if, after a true spiritual trial thereof, you 
find any thing faulty or imperfect, commend it to the mercy of 
our great shepherd, to correct in me by the gracious influence of 
his spirit. 

I do not offer this as a piece of great learning. Indeed, the 
plain truth of my God, set forth in its natural lustre, and the 
least communication of his power affecting the heart, is infinitely 
more valuable to me than all the learning of this world. And my 
only boasting in the Lord is this, that I have betaken myself to 
that school wherein the highest wisdom is ; to know Jesus Christ 
and him crucified. And though I, who have scarce learned the 
first elements thereof, have the boldness to repeat this my lesson 
in the hearing of all, yet ought it not to be deemed an effect of 
pride; but the love of my neighbour constraineth me. 

My soul hath been many times grieved at the apparent corrup- 
tion, as of men in general, so of our order in particular; and 
more especially when I saw that the fear of man is become the 
epidemical distemper of our teachers. When I reflect on the © 
one hand, with what spirit, with what joy, with what undaunted” 
courage and boldness the ancient servants of God set aside all re. 
gard of man, and delivered as the ambassadors of the Lord, their’ 
message fully and plainly, though it exposed them to the evident 
trazard of their lives ; and on the other, how gently and sofuly we 
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go about it now, and how little we manifest the truth to the con- 
science of every man: When I, moreover, considered, how 
much they suffered with Christ their Lord, for the sake of their 
testimony; and how the most of us take care to preach so 
smoothly, as not to incur the least shadow of their sufferings, 
the difference between us and them appeared so exceeding great, 
that I could not but be astonished at it. 

Brethren, I speak with plainness and simplicity. When our 
~Lord and Master was in the world, he was so far from desiring the 
riches, honours, or pleasures of it, that he was indeed the poor- 
est and most despised among men ; entirely spending all the days 
of his humiliation, in procuring our salvation. And ’tis he that 
tells us, Whosoever doth not bear his cross and come after me, 
cannot be my discifile. We therefore ought to be so many shin- 
ing lights, by our hearty denial of all the riches, honours and 
pleasures of this world; and by employing our lives entirely, in 
the assistance of our neighbours. But, if, on the contrary, we 
seek worldly things, then we depart from our glorious pattern ; 
neither is there any thing that doth more effectually deprive us of 
the blessing of God upon our calling. For sure it is, the more 
we are concerned for honour, profit, or ease, the less shall we 
be concerned to promote the good ef our neighbour. And as 
long as our minds are not wholly conformable to the mind of our 
great shepherd, it is impossible he should he well pleased with us ; 
for He trieth the hearts and refs. On the contrary, did we de. 
sire nothing in the world, we should not fear it. 

Did we duly consider, that there is a day before us, when we 
must give account to the great bishep of our souls, whether, ac- 
cording to his example, we have had nothing else in our eye but 
the salvation of mankind ; should we not apply ourselves to our 
duty witb another kind of fervour than we have hitherto done ? 
Should we not more effectually clear ourselves from all suspicion 
of either fearing or desiring any thing in this world? Should we 
not be more earnest to admonish every one in particular ? Should 
we not wrestle more in our prayers for them? Should we not, 
as soon as any good desire appeared in any, more readily lend 
him our helping hand, that the spark of grace might be blown 
up into a flame? Should not onr outward conversation be more 





ADDRESS, &c. 59 


holy, and consequegtly more edifying? Verily, my brethren, I 
fear we have reason to be ashamed, when we read what one saith, 
A Christian ought to be so enkindled and all-flaming with Di- 
vine love, and, both inwardly and outwardly, so conformable 
to God, that whenever any one came to him, he might hear 
nothing from him but God: And his heart and mind ought to 
be fixed on him by burning love, and so ready in all thingy 
faithfully to obey his will, that such as visited him, though 
« with cold and lukewarm hearts, might be heated, and set on 
“ fire by him: As we see cold and dead coals are kindled, when 
“ they are put to glowing ones.” 

I have opened my mouth, my brethren, and addressed you with 
the simplicity of a child, and am very willing to appear mean in 
your eyes; only despise not the truth, which is not mine. Lut 
my Lord's and Saviour’s. I am not ashamed to acknowledge, 
that J count not myself to be apprehended, or to be already per- 
feet. But this I say, (my conscience bearing me witness in the 
Holy Ghost, which also the righteous Judge will testify for me 
at the great day) that since I have found grace in the eyes of my 
Lord to perceive my own misery, and the narrow way to escape 
from it, all my thoughts and endeavours have been bent, in the 
faithfulness of my heart, to continue therein, to purue it more 
eagerly day by day, and, as far as possible to direct al] men to it. 
I neither despise nor envy any of you that are of the same func~ 
tion with me. Nay, I know many among you to whom I tsink 
myself unworthy to do the meanest service. But I know many 
likewise, whose conversation is not at all conformable to the pat- 
tern Christ hath set us. And for these I heartily pray, that God 
would shew them the things that belong to their everlasting peace. 
Neither is my heart in the least incensed against them that most 
unjustly slander and reproach me: But I compassionate them, 
since we must all one day appear before the same Judge. For 
my part, I cannot call black white ; nor take him for a follower 
of Christ, and a pattern of his flock, in whom I find nothing of 
the mind that was in Christ. 

If any thing hath been vouchsafed to me, it is this, (wherein 
I heartily rejoice) that I have been made, though in a very low 
degree, partaker of the sufferings of Christ. And it is the great_ 
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est comfort to me, that the men of this world speak all manner 
of evil of me falsely, loading me with censures and accusations, 
the groundlessness whereof the Lord will discover at that day. 

Let us all, my brethren, think of this great day, and so even 
our accounts against it, that we may then appear with joy and 
confidence: Let us cast away al) care but this only. Let us drop 
all unprofitable contest; and, with united hands, carry on the 
work of the Lord, being heartily glad to see his glory advanced, 
be it by ourselves or others. And I beseech God, from the bot- 
tom of my heart, to influence you all with a rich measure of his 
Holy Spirit, to sanctify you to himself, and to pour his trans- 
cendent blessing upon all your planting and watering. The Spi- 
rit of love and of truth keep all your hearts, and lead them into 
the fellowship of Jesus Christ, who alone is able to give that true 
peace, which the world cannot give. 

AUGUST. HERM. FRANCK. 
Oct. 26, 1731. 


-_— oe 


EXTRACT FROM REV. J. WESLEY'S JOURNAL. 
August 7, 1751. 


It seems,“ they that will live Godly, must suffer frersecution.” 


“ On Sunday, Aug. 7, I preached at Rangdale,* at five in the 
morning, as usual. About six, two constables came and carried 
me to a public house, where I was kept till near four in the af- 
ternoon: then one of them said he would go and ask the minister 
whether they might not let me go? Upon his return they brought 
me out to a large mob, who carried me and threw me into a 
standing water ; and as often as I tried to come out they pitched 
ine in again. At last some of them said I should come out, and 
kept the others off till I got up the bank. 1 found myself very 
happy all this time, for I knew I was in the Lord’s hands. I got 
back to the house where I lodged, and went to bed ; but in less 
than an hour the mob came again, broke open the doors of the 





* A town in Cheshire, England. 
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house and the chamber, and dragged me away with them. They 
carried me to a great pond, which was railed round, being 10 or 
12 feet deep.—Then four men took me up by my legs and arms 
—(i felt the flesh shrink a little at first, but it was soon over, 
and I did not care whether I lived or died, just as, pleased the 
Lord.)--They swung me backward and forward two or three 
tumes, and then threw me as far as they could into the water: 
The fall took away my senses, so that. I felt nothing more; but 
some that did not care to have me drowned, when I came above 
water, catching hold of my clothes with a Jong pole, pulled me 
out. I lay senseless forsometime. When I came to myself, I 
saw many people about me; one of them helped me up, and bade 
me go with him. He brought me to alittle house, and put me 
to bed; but I had not lain long before the mob came again, pul- 
led me out of bed (naked as I was) and drove me before them 
to the end of the parish, where they left me. I made shift to get 
on to a place three miles off, where I got to bed again and slept 
in peace.” ——— 

—And all this because he sought to do them good. Of old 
time so persecuted they the disciples of Christ—of whom the 
world was not worthy—stoning some, and killing others, But 
these al] have obtained a good report through faith. 


eo 
ANECDOTE OF JUDGE HALE. 


It is said of the excellent Lord Chief Justice Hare, that he 
frequently invited his foor neighbours to dinner, and made them 
sit at his own table with himself. If any of them were sick, so 
that they could not come, he would send provisions to them, 
warm from his table ; and he did not confine his bounties to thé 
poor of his own parish, but diffused supplies to the heighbour- 
ing parishes, as occasion required. He always treated the old 
the needy, and the sick, with the tenderness and familiarity that 
became one, who considered they were of the same nature with 
himself, and were reduced to no other necessities, but such as 
he himself might be brought to. Common beggars he consid- 
ered in another view. If any ef these either met him on his 
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walks, or came to his door; he would ask such as were capable 
of working, Why they went about so idly ? Ii they answered, J; 
was because they could get no emfiloy ; he would send them to 
some field, to gather all the stones in it, and lay them on a heap: 
and then payed thern liberally for their pains. This being done, 
he used to send his carts, and cause them to be carried to such 
places of the highway as needed mending.—Reader, according 
to thy ability, go and do thou likewise. S. 


— 
ANECDOTE OF BISHOP BURNET. 


A short time before the demise of Queen Anne, as the above 
prelate was riding slowly in his coach, round that part of Smits- 
field, from whence so many blessed Martyrs ascended to Hea- 
ven; he observed a gentleman, standing on that distinguished 
spot, in a musing, pensive attitude: and, seemingly, quite ub- 
sorbed in thought. His lordship ordered the carriage to stop, 
and sent his servant to the person, with a request that he would 
come to the couch side. He did so: and proved to be Dr. Evens, 
a very eminent dissenting minister, of whom the bishop had some 
knowledge. “ Brother Evans,” said the prelate, “ give me your 
“ hand, and come up hither. I want to ask you a question.” 
The doctor being seated, and the coachman ordered to continuc 
driving round, as before ; the bishop asked the doctor, “ What 
¢ it was that had directed his steps to Smithfield? and what he 
“ was thinking of, while standing there ?”——— I was thinking,” 
answered the other, “ of the many servants of Christ, who sealed 
“ the Truth with their Lives, in this place. I came, purposely, 
* to feast my eyes, once more, with a view of that precious spot 
* of ground. And, as public matters have, at present, a very 
“ threatning aspect, I was examining myself, whether I had 
“ grace and strength enough, to suffer for the Gospel, if I 
s should be called to it; and was praying to God, that he would 
*t make me faithful, even to death, if it should be his pleasure 
‘ to let the old times come over again.”. * T myself came 
“ hither,” replied the bishop, “ on the same business. I am 
% persuaded, that, if God’s Providence do not interpose, very 
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* speedily, and almost miraculously ; those times will and must, 
« shortly, return. In which case, you and J shall, probably, be 
“* two of the first victims that are to suffer death at that place,” 
pointing to the paved centre. 

But it pleased God to disappoint their fears, by giving a sud- 
den turn to national affairs. Within a few weeks, Queen Anne 
was gathered to her fathers, and King Gzonex I. was pro- 
claimed. A. G. 


ANECDOTE OF THE LATE DR. YOUNG'S GRANDSON, 


The Doctor was fond of coffee in an afternoon: ‘till, finding 
it prejudicial to his nerves, he signified to some about him, his 
intention of abstaining from it. His grandson, who was then a 
little boy, inquired into the particular motive that induced him to 
this resolution. My reason is, answered the doctor, because i¢ 
keefis me awake at night. Ican't slecp for it.—“ Then I beg 
“ you, Sir, not to leave off your coffee: otherwise, you'll give 


“ us no more Night-Thoughts.” 


—_. 
LET NOT THE COBLER GO BEYOND HIS LAST. 


This proverb is a reproof of those, who presume to correct 
and amend what they do not understand ; and intimates to us, 
that every man should keep within his own sphere. An unskil- 
ful swimmer should keep in shallow water, lest he be drowned. 
It very ill becomes babes in Christ, or persons unskilful in the 
word of righteousness, to find fault with strong meat, and con- 
demn those who preach the deep things of God; such as his 
everlasting love to sinners, his eternal choice of them, his pre- 
destinating them to eternal life, and his decree to justify, sanctify, 
save and glorify them, by faith in Christ, &c. Yet how common 
is it for those, who have but just learnt their A, B, C, in Christ 
tianity, to arraign and eondemn those ministers who are fathers 
in Christ, for holding forth such meat in due season, to those 
who are of full age, and want strong food! O, say these babes, 
but we cannot understand them, we can get no food from them, 





64 -N@TICE. 


we cannot profit by them! Pray be comtent: to let others be fed. 
If the food does not suit your state and age, do not condemn it 
as. unwholesome, nor the dispensers of it as injurious. Are 
these great truths revealed in the word of God? Do preachers 
speak as the oracles of. God? Who then, O man, art thou who 
findest fault, and repliest against God? It was Paul’s boast and 
iis glory, “I have not shunned. to deciare unto you ALL the 
counsel of God,” Acts xx. 27. Let those ministers, then, take 
shame unto themselves, who profess to believe the doctrines of 
grace and salvation by them, and yet are afraid or ashamed to 
follow Paul’s example, but keep back the fundamental, revealed 
truths of God’s everlasting love, electing mercy, predestinating 
grace, and decreed purposes of saving his people through faith 
in Christ. Are they wiser than the Holy Ghost, who has plainly 
revealed these truths in the word? In shunning to preach them, 
do they not hereby tacitly condemn his wisdom and prudence, 
and exalt their own in opposition thereto? If they do not under- 
stand them, let them not go beyond their last, in finding fault 
with, and condemning others, who see the glory of them, the 
necessity of preaching them, for the glory of God’s grace, to the 
establishing and comforting his people in the faith of them, and 
who are persuaded they cannot be faithful to God, to their own 
consciences, nor to the souls of men, if they did not openly avow 
and publicly declare them. If salvation be of God’s sovereignty, 
it is no more of free will: if by grace, it is no more of wotks. 
Therefore, let not human pride and carnal reason go beyond their 
last, in finding fault with infinite wisdom, and arraigning divine 
truths. * Let God be true, and every man a liar.” Rom. iii. 4. 


+ ee 


NOTICE. 


*,° A stated Meeting of the Baptist Youth’s Missionary As- 
sistant Society, will be held on Thursday evening next, at No. 9, 
Frankfort-street, when the Members are requested to be punc- 
tual in their attendance. 


ELIJAH LEWIS, Seec’ry. 
August 7, 1318, 





